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A GREEN NEW DEAL?
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Engaging the signs of the times:
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“This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. I should be back in 

school on the other side of the ocean, yet you all come to us 

young people for hope. People are dying. Entire ecosystems 

are collapsing […] and all you can talk about is fairy tales of 

endless economic growth. How dare you?”  

Sixteen-year-old Greta Thunberg spoke at the UN Climate Action Summit 

on September 23. Dramatic words of challenge to global leaders.

In the Jesuit world, we hear her voice and also that of Fr. General Arturo 

Sosa who earlier in the year announced four new Universal Apostolic 

Preferences for the Society. These came from a comprehensive process 

of discernment across the world. They are are four areas of focus that 

will guide our work for the next ten years: discernment and the spiritual 

exercises; walking with the excluded; journeying with youth; and caring 

for our common home.

With this issue of OPEN SPACE, we look at the key ideas and some of the 

concrete proposals for what is being called a Green New Deal (GND), a 

set of policies and initiatives designed to rapidly reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and transition to a more just and sustainable way of life. 

We examine why a rapid transition to carbon neutrality is an urgent 

necessity, how the GND might accomplish this goal, how it includes 

broader concerns of social and ecological justice, as well as possible 

difficulties and limitations to GND proposals. Our hope is that this will 

enrich the political discourse leading to the October federal election.

This OPEN SPACE is being published to coincide with the Global Climate 

Strike on September 27. We wish to support the youth-led movement 

and call for the world to WAKE UP!

For the Season of Creation, our board member, Greg Kennedy sj, has 

written a series of koans (a paradoxical anecdote or riddle, used in Zen 

Buddhism to demonstrate the inadequacy of logical reasoning and to 

provoke enlightenment.)  Here is one:

Before you go shopping

before you go chopping

before you go chomping

at the bit

to gallop to domination,

look in the mirror

and see Creation

						          - Anne Marie Jackson 
							             Director 
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- Pope Francis
Addressing energy leaders 

at the Vatican, 2019
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“Future 
generations stand 
to inherit a greatly 
spoiled world. 
Our children and 
grandchildren 
should not have 
to pay the cost of 
our generation’s 
irrresponsibility.” 

The 2018 Parliament of World  

Religions1 appealed “to all of humanity to 

take bold and decisive action” to radically 

reduce emissions while Pope Francis2 

recently called on governments “to take 

drastic measures to achieve as quickly as 

possible zero net greenhouse gas emissions 

and to limit the average increase in global 

temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius with 

respect to pre-industrial levels.” 

At the same time, in Laudato Si’3, 

Francis notes that the wealthiest and largest 

emitting nations have a greater responsi-

bility to address climate change and that 

steps must be taken simultaneously to 

address social injustice and exclusion while 

changing models of production, providing 

employment, and moving towards a more 

ecological worldview.

The 2018 Special Report from the  

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC)4 warns that the window for 

keeping global heating below 1.5 C and 

avert catastrophic consequences is rapidly 

closing; we require “far-reaching transitions 

in energy, land, urban, and infrastructure” 

systems that “are unprecedented in terms 

of scale.” 

Global greenhouse gas (GHG)  

emissions need to be reduced 45% by 2030 

and reach net-zero emissions by 2050. 

Large per-capita emitting countries like 

Canada should arguably cut faster—with 

reductions of 50-65% being proposed. 

Achieving this goal is a monumental 

undertaking entailing deep transformations 

in our economy, lifestyles, and priorities—

and in our values and aspirations. 

GREEN NEW DEAL 

Social and ecological justice movements have been demanding bold  
action on climate change and social injustice for years. Such calls, led by 

young people, have become more urgent in recent years as climate change  
poses a great threat to the dignity and rights of future generations.

- continued on page 4



Proponents of a Green New Deal (GND) affirm that, 

not only can these reductions be achieved, but also that 

this far-reaching transition can address social inequality, 

promote the rights of Indigenous peoples, protect  

biodiversity, and create quality work for millions.5 While the 

specific proposals and pathways for accomplishing these 

goals are still evolving, an early 

poll by Abacus Data6 indicates 

that 72% of Canadians support a 

GND to some extent, with only 

12% opposed.

Origins of the 
Green New Deal

The earliest calls for 

a GND originated in Europe 

among Green parties around 2008 and were 

inspired from Franklin D. Roosevelt’s sweeping program 

to address the effects of the Great Depression and by the 

mass-mobilisation and economic retooling undertaken  

during WWII. 

 Early GND proposals focused on changes to tax  

systems (ending fossil fuel subsidies, pricing carbon,  

taxing pollution) and massive investments in deployments 

of conservation measures and renewable energy as well as 

some reductions in consumption. In many ways, these early 

versions of the GND resembled attempts to “green” indus-

trial capitalism without actually seeking deeper transfor-

mations focused on addressing economic inequalities or 

challenging the logic of continual economic growth.7

It was only in 2018 that the GND gained widespread 

popular attention when the proposals of the Sunrise  

Movement in the USA were championed by democratic 

socialist representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. The 

proposals for a GND were the fruit 

of years of grassroots organizations; 

they endeavoured to simultaneously 

address  

climate chaos along with economic 

and racial injustice so as to “turn 

multiple crises into opportunity.”8

The GND resolution presented 

to the US Congress9 proposes to de-

carbonize new vehicles and buildings 

by 2030 and electricity generation 

by 2035 while placing an immediate moratorium on new 

fossil fuel projects. The GND seeks not only to create high-

quality employment while building green infrastructure and 

addressing the climate crisis, but also to provide affordable 

housing and universal healthcare.

 In contrast to some of the earlier European  

proposals, the GND in the US seems to more explicitly 

integrate social concerns, aligning more closely with Pope 

Francis’ advocacy of an integral approach that understands 

ecology and social justice as inseparable.

In Canada, more than 200 town hall events have  

been held across the country since May of 2019 to develop  
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GREEN NEW DEAL continued

        
       Green New Deal in short10,11

*	 If we want to advert the most disastrous  
consequences of climate change, we have no 
choice but to act decisively now to reduce emis-
sions by at least 50% by 2030. Indeed, Canada is 
warming at nearly double the global rate. 

*	 While the GND will be costly, it will cost far less 
to invest money now to avert disaster rather than 
waiting to address the consequences of that  
disaster in the future.

*	 Investing the money now will also produce signifi-
cant benefits by creating hundreds of thousands, 
or even millions - of new, well-paid jobs. Already 
the clean energy sector employs more people 
than the fossil fuel industry.12,13

*	 Investment in renewable energy, building retrofits, 
improved electricity grids, public transportation, 
reforestation, and regenerative agriculture could 	
produce countless economic, health and social    

      benefits.
     
*	 The GND represent an opportunity to create a 

fairer and more just society, meeting the needs 
of people, improving our communities and quality 
of life, and sharing wealth more equitably. 

*	 Naomi Klein notes “The GND will be good for our 
souls, in that we have never needed a collective 
higher purpose project more than we do today.” 
Instead of motivating people through fear, the 
GND seeks to provide a postive vision of change 
that inspires us to work for a higher collective 
purpose and bring us to hope for the future. 

“The GND will be good for our 
souls, in that we have never needed 
a collective higher purpose project 

more than we do today.”
-Naomi Klein
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GREEN NEW DEAL continued

 

 

 

a shared vision for a Canadian Pact for a New Green Deal, 

supported by organizations such The Leap, the David  

Suzuki Foundation, and the Council of Canadians. 

Does Canada need a GND?

Since 1990, Canada’s annual greenhouse gas  

emissions have grown from 600 megatonnes (MT) to  

approximately 720 MT, even though when we ratified the 

Kyoto Protocol in 2002, we agreed 

to reduce emissions to 564 MT by 

2012. Unfortunately, Canada  

withdrew from Kyoto in 2011, the 

only government to have done so. 

Current projections indicate that our 

emissions may rise to 780 MT (or, in 

the best case scenario, fall by 10% 

to 630 MT) by 2030.16

In contrast, the IPCC call to 

reduce emissions by 45% below 

2010 levels would mean that Canada should cut emissions 

to 381 MT by 2030, and ideally (given high per capita emis-

sions) by 50-60%, to 270 to 347 MT.  

 

 

 

 

Meeting that target will entail a massive change in  

direction, especially given that emissions from the oil and 

gas industry continue to rise.

While pricing carbon might play some role in reducing 

emissions, the current pricing mechanisms are woefully  

insufficient, particularly because they exempt 80-90% of 

large emitters. Even if those exemptions were removed,  

however, carbon pricing might need to rise from the cur-

rent $20 per tonne to up to $350 

per tonne in 2030 to achieve the 

IPCC target,17 even though it is 

doubtful whether carbon pricing 

alone could achieve the needed 

reductions.

Although carbon pricing 

could still play a role, the GND 

proposes a deep tranformation 

of our economy and way of life 

based on the assumption that 

those who have profited most from fossil fuels and indus-

trial exploitation should bear the greater burden of costs 

for the transition to a more just and sustainable future. 

Currently the oil and gas industry account for 26% of Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions and for most of the past 25 years, 
these emissions (along with the 25% from transportation) continue to rise, even though emissions from electricity and heavy 

industry have fallen.14,15

“Ignoring the climate crisis will 
bankrupt us. 

But the Green New Deal will attack 
inequality and create a fairer 
economy than we have now.”  

- Avi Lewis 
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- continued on page 8
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Ethical Framework: 
Earth Charter

Just Transition:
 Indigenous Perspectives

6

“Just Transition is a new term, but to most of our  

Indigenous peoples, it is understood, first by our heart, 

and secondly by our mind. 

“Just Transition is a framework, a set of principles, to shift 

from stopping the bad to building the new. In Indigenous 

thought, it is a healing process of understanding historical 

trauma, internalized oppression, and decolonization 

leading to planting the seed and feeding and nurturing the 

Good Way of thinking. 

“It is lifting up Original Instructions and Teachings of  

respecting ourselves, our clans, our family systems and 

how we are all related with all living things and our  

relationship with the spirit, personality and consciousness 

of the sacredness of Mother Earth and Father Sky.”

Find out more at: https://www.ienearth.org/justtransition/ 

The Earth Charter provides an ethical framework to guide 

the transition towards a more just, sustainable, 

and peaceful world such as that envisioned by the Green 

New Deal. Rooted in a vision of respect and care for the 

entire community of life, the Charter sees peace,  

participation, justice, and ecological 

integrity as interwoven into sustainability.

The Charter states: “The choice is ours: form a global 

partnership to care for Earth and one another or risk 

the destruction of ourselves and the diversity of life.  

Fundamental changes are needed in our values, 

institutions, and ways of living. We must realize that 

when basic needs have been met, human development is 

primarily about being more, not having more.” 

Find out more at: www.earthcharter.org



PROJECT DRAWDOWN 
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Project Drawdown is a comprehensive 

plan to reverse global heating.1 Two 

hundred people from 22 countries, led 

by environmental activist Paul Hawkin, 

compiled a list of achievable solutions 

that already exist. “Climate change is 

happening for us,” says Hawkin, “as 

feedback, as an invitation to create a 

transformed world.”

Perhaps surprisingly, topping the list of 

80 solutions, is refrigerant management, 

specifically reducing HFCs, the chemicals 

that replaced the CFCs and HCFCs which 

were once responsible for depleting the 

ozone layer.

Last year in Kigali, Rwanda, 197 countries 

agreed to begin phasing out HFCs, the 

primary replacement of CFCs, through 

an amendment to the Montreal Protocol.  

HFCs spare the ozone layer, but warm the 

atmosphere at a dramatically greater rate 

than carbon dioxide.

This single decision will likely prevent half 

a degree of warming! It was a monumental 

achievement, called by then US Secretary 

of State, John Kerry, “the biggest thing we 

can do (on climate) in one giant swoop.”2

Another of the top ten solutions is the 

empowerment of women and girls.  

According to Project Drawdown, if all 

women smallholders received equal access 

to productive resources, their farm yields 

will rise by 20-30%. Up to 150 million 

people would no longer be hungry. When 

agricultural plots produce well, there is 

less pressure to deforest for additional 

farm land.

In a world where 75% of food comes 

from just 12 plants and 5 animal species, 

smallholder farmers, many of whom are 

women, tend to keep many rustic and 

climate-resilient plant varieties  

and animal breeds alive. This promotes 

thebiodiversity that mitigates risks to the 

food system. 

Other key top ten solutions include 

reduction of food waste; plant rich diet;  

tropical forests and wind turbines.

As Hawkin states, “we aren’t fighting 

climate change. It is us. We have to

do things differently.” 

“All life is based on carbon – we need to reframe our relationship with carbon.”  Paul Hawkin

One of the solutions suggested by Project Drawdown is afforestataion — 

creating new forests where there are none. A recent worldwide  

assessment found that allowing the Earth’s forests to recover could soak up 

a significant amount of humanity’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

In fact, planting 900 million hectares of tree cover could capture up to 205  

gigatonnes of carbon, or about 15% of what humans have emitted since the  

advent of the industrial revolution.3

This year, on July 29th, schools and government offices were closed in  

Ethiopia to allow people to take part in the country’s “green legacy” —  an  

initiative to plant 4 billion trees in the country by encouraging every citizen 

to plant 40 seedlings. 

By the day’s end, officials announced that the country had surpassed its 

goal and had planted 353 million trees in 12 hours, breaking a Guinness 

World Record.4

PROJECT DRAWDOWN: REIMAGINING CARBON

      Ethiopia to plant 4bn trees!
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Key proposals

	 The GND in Canada is very much a work in  

progress, but in town halls held across the country, some 

key points and proposals have emerged.5 So far, what has 

been formulated largely appears to be goals and  

aspirations—but this is perhaps understandable given that 

the process was only launched in May:

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND ELECTRICITY: Canada 

should move rapidly to 100% renewable energy, including 

renewable power generation, improved energy efficiency, 

and accessible, affordable public transit. The transport 

sector (cars, trucks, and trains), manufacturing, and ag-

riculture should also be electrified. Energy retrofits and 

improved housing codes requiring net-zero construction 

could also significantly reduce energy usage. 

PHASE OUT FOSSIL FUELS BY 2040: Immediately eliminate 

fossil fuel subsidies and ban the development of new fossil 

fuel projects and infrastructure. At the same time, it will be 

impossible to decarbonize our economy without phasing 

out fossil fuel production which is currently responsible for 

more than one quarter of our GHG emissions. 

LEGALLY BINDING TARGETS: Enact legally- binding targets 

and auditing mechanisms to ensure that Canada’s  

emissions are consistent with keeping global heating below 

a 1.5 C increase over pre-industrial levels. 

DECOLONIZATION AND INDIGENOUS SOVEREIGNTY: 

Enact to implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the 94 Calls to Action of the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and the calls to 

justice of Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing 

and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. Moreover, 

the GND seeks recognition for Indigenous land titles and 

rights; the implementation of Free Prior Informed  

Consent; as well as ensuring clean and safe water in  

Indigenous communities.

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY: Significantly 

improve the quality of public services (healthcare,  

education, income security, housing, childcare,  

pharmacare, dental care, pensions), promote justice and 

equity for marginalized communities and address climate 

debt to the global South. 

8 OCTOBER 2019

GREEN NEW DEAL continued

“If we want change, we are going to have to go deep down to the roots of these 
overlapping crises. And we need to do it on an emergency basis, because our house 

is on fire. But [...] that house, built on toxic ideas, sacrificial people, discounted 
futures, and the false promises of infinite growth and expansion was ready to blow 
from the get go. [...] Let’s build something different in its place. Something a bit less 

ornate, but far more beautiful, with room for all.” - Naomi Klein
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GREEN NEW DEAL continued

PROTECTION OF BIODIVERSITY AND THE RIGHTS 

OF NATURE: End water extraction and pollution; grant  

personhood to forests and water bodies; protect critical 

areas; ensure the right to clean water, air, and food; and 

protect 30% of lands and water bodies. The GND would 

also ban the production and sale of single-use plastics and 

enact legislation to curtail packaging.

DEMOCRACY: Honour the commitment to implement 

proportional representation.

TAXATION: Increase taxes on billionaires and corporations 

to pay for the just transition we need.

Much, of course, remains to be done to convert what 

may at first look like a wish-list into a coherent plan of  

action. At the same time, paying attention to technical 

advice such as that put forward by Project Drawdown (see 

page 7) may provide additional opportunities for, not only 

reducing GHG emissions, but also drawing GHG out of the 

atmosphere, for example by placing more emphasis on 

regenerative agriculture and replanting forests. 

Other measures might include a legal requirement 

to manufacture products that last longer, can be easily re-

paired and upgraded, and can be fully recycled and reused 

at the end of their lifespan.

In making these proposals, Naomi Klein16 reminds us 

that more than superficial changes are needed: “If we want 

change, we are going to have to go deep down to the roots 

of these overlapping crises. And we need to do it on an 

emergency basis, because our house is on fire. But here is 

the thing we must always remember: that house, built on 

toxic ideas, sacrificial people, discounted futures, and the 

false promises of infinite growth and expansion was ready 

to blow from the get go. So let’s put out the flame and let’s 

build something different in its place. Something a bit less 

ornate, but far more beautiful, with room for all who need 

shelter and care. Let’s build a Green New Deal, this time for 

everyone.”

Is it possible? 

The main critiques of the GND is that it is impractical 

or too costly. An unstated assumption may be that a rapid 

reduction of GHG emissions is not truly necessary, 

because who would object based on cost alone if they truly 

believe that the future of life on the planet was at stake? 

From a technological perspective, the ability to  

generate and store energy from renewables exists and 

is rapidly improving and falling in cost. Wind energy in 

Canada18 is now arguably less expensive than gas, coal,  

or nuclear while solar is becoming increasingly cost-  

competitive. Alberta and Saskatchewan, provinces that  

currently depend heavily on fossil fuel electricity  

generation, also have some of the highest potential for 

renewable energy development in Canada.

“If we can save the banks, 
we can save the world.”

- Greta Thunberg 
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GREEN NEW DEAL continued

In the US, which currently generates more of its elec-

tricity from fossil fuels, the entire power grid could be  

converted to renewable energy within the next decade for 

US$4.5 trillion.19 Similar studies20 calculate that the cost of 

moving to renewable energy and net-zero transportation 

while greening housing stock would cost US $1.3 trillion per 

year over the next decade (about 6% of US GDP).

Would spending so much be possible? FDR’s depres-

sion-era government dedicated a full 13% of GDP to public 

interventions in the economy.9 More recently, some  

estimate that the 2008 Wall Street bailout in the US cost as 

much as $14.4 trillion.21 As Greta Thunberg recently  

remarked, if we could afford to save the banks, surely we 

can afford to save the world.

Based on percentage of GDP, a similar program in 

Canada might cost around $175 billion per year. However, 

unlike a bailout of 

large banks and 

financial companies, 

the $175 billion 

would be an invest-

ment that would  

create hundreds of 

thousands of jobs 

and more healthy 

and sustainable com-

munities. 

Higher taxation 

on capital gains, wealth, financial transactions, and carbon 

pricing, along with the elimination of fossil fuel subsidies, 

could pay for the transition, possibly combined by moderate 

borrowing from the Bank of Canada itself. 

Will this bring a just transition?

Some suggest that, while the GND is a good start, it 

may not actually go far enough to ensure a transition to a 

more socially just, ecologically sustainable, and spiritually 

fulfilling world.

Eriel Tchekwie Deranger22 of Indigenous Climate  

Action, notes that the Canadian economy is deeply rooted 

in a paradigm of colonisation and extractivism that the GND 

may not be addressing sufficiently. “Currently, the GND 

proposals are focused on changing the energy infrastructure 

while redistributing wealth but ultimately failing to centre 

the destructive intertwined roles of capitalism,  

consumerism, militarism and colonialism as foundations to 

the current crisis.” 

The GND, while addressing issues relevant to  

Indigenous peoples in Canada, is still doing so superficially 

“with little real appreciation of the role Indigenous solutions 

or self-determination can play in the path to an alternative 

future.” 

That being said, Deranger still believes that the GND 

could be an important tool for transformation if it comes to 

include Indigenous people as leaders, not tokens, and if it 

endeavours to explicitly draw on the wisdom and values of 

Indigenous communities. 

Nishnaabeg activist Leanne Betasamosake Simpson23 

affirms that we need to understand the current ecological 

crisis as the result of colonialism and an accumulation-

based society: “Real solutions require a rethinking of our 

global relationship to the land, water, and to each other. 

They require critical thinking about our economic and politi-

cal systems. They require 

radical systemic change.” 

Mi’kmaq scholar and 

activist Pamela Palmater24  

reminds us that “the  

original treaty vision was 

about making sure that we 

keep the balance, so that 

we were here as long as 

the grass grows, as long as 

the river flows, and the sun 

shines.” 

Our treaty relationships mean respecting “the laws 

of ecosystems, which includes the laws of… all the nations 

and peoples of this planet, with all of the nations of plants, 

animals and fish on the planet, and come together and bring 

social justice and Earth justice together as one, so that we 

all actually have a future.” The GND could be the beginning 

of that renewal of the treaty vision if people rise up and 

work together for deep transformations, renouncing the 

mentality of colonialism and extractivism. 

Ecological socialists and deep ecologists voice similar 

concerns, noting that a GND cannot simply be a form of 

greener industrial capitalism, but must actually renounce 

the paradigm of endless growth and resource extraction. 

Unless we move away from an industrial, technocratic 

way of thinking, transforming Canada’s infrastructure 

might—in the short term—actually increase the extraction 

of some resources, for example manufacturing batteries, 

electric vehicles, wind turbines, solar panels, and greener 

“The GDN proposals are focused on  
changing the energy infrastructure while  

redistributing wealth but ultimately failing to centre 
the destructive intertwined roles of  

capitalism, consumerism, militarism and  
colonialism as foundations to the current crisis.” 

-Eriel Tchekwie Deranger, Indigenous Climate Action
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GREEN NEW DEAL continued

infrastructure. Further, the GND needs to avoid the idea that 

everything can be accomplished by state policy and requires 

work to create and mobilize grassroots movements for 

change.

The GND requires 

a revolution, not only of 

economics and politics, 

but of values and world-

views, moving beyond a  

mentality seeking  

accumulation and  

consumption to one that 

centres on Living with limits, living well (see the Jesuit  

Forum dialogue guide), finding meaning and purpose in  

relationships with other people and other beings, and  

building community. 

We also need to rethink the nature of work and find 

ways to spend more time on relationships, producing art,  

and growing food rather than earning money and consuming 

(see Earth Charter on page 6).

A living movement for change

Along with the deep and ongoing challenge of wrestling 

with colonialism, the logic of ceaseless growth and accumula-

tion, and the worldview that reduces living beings to mere 

objects for exploitation and profit, the GND also faces  

political and economic obstacles.

 In particular, the fossil fuel industry—which would lose 

over $2 trillion if it cannot continue to exploit known  

reserves of oil and gas25—will no doubt marshall resources to 

oppose a true transition to a post-carbon world (even if the 

industry might be able to accept symbolic changes such as a 

token price on carbon).

Ultimately, Klein11 reminds us that our biggest obstacle 

may be ourselves, in particular the belief that “we are not 

good enough to do this; because we’ve been told that by 

economists and  

politicians for so long, 

for 50 years…. that all 

we are is atomized  

selfish gratification  

seeking units.” We need 

to overcome this,  

“holding another  

vision of what  

humanity can be.” To do 

so, we need to form a living movement for change— 

something that we begin to glimpse in the massive mobilisa-

tion of youth around the world rising up in climate strikes.

Along with getting involved in the ongoing process of 

planning and advocating for the GND, the Council of  

Canadians suggests that we form Green New Deal  

communities and has put together a resource26 suggesting 

how that might be done. This might help to complement 

the work already being done in Transition Towns27 across 

Canada and around the world. 

At the same time, we can work to weave diverse  

movements together in a common struggle for a just  

transition while pushing our politicians to adopt the GND.The 

GND in Canada is still very much in its infancy, but if we work 

together, we can continue to deepen its proposals and forge 

a powerful movement to bring these to fruition. To do this, 

we need to not only address political and economic  

challenges, but as Klein28 reminds us, we need to consider 

the “spiritual question about what kind of people we want to 

be.”  					   

					     — Mark Hathaway

“Real solutions require a rethinking of our global 
relationship to the land, water and to each other. They 

require critical thinking about our economic and  
political systems. They require system change.”

-Leanne Betasamosake Simpson

 For endnotes please see: tiny.cc/gnd-refs
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OPEN SPACE

ENSURING CLIMATE JUSTICE:
Questions for Candidates

1. The International Panel on Climate 	       
Change notes that, to avert catastrophic   
global heating, the world must reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 
45% by 2030. What concrete measures 
will your party take to ensure that Canada 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions to 
meet—and given our high per capita 
emissions—to exceed the 45% reduction 
target?

2. Given that over a quarter of Canada’s 
emissions come from the fossil fuel 
industry and these emissions continue 
to grow, will your party halt new fossil 
fuel projects and phase out fossil fuels 
completely by 2040?

3. Do you support a Green New Deal for   
Canada that addresses social inequality, 
creates a more just society, and reduces 
our greenhouse gas emissions by over 50% 
in the coming decade?

4. What steps will your party take to fully 
implement the recommendations of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and to create legally binding mechanisms 
to ensure that Canada implements the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and the principle of Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent?

5. Will your party commit significant 
funds to help nations in the global South 
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, 
generate sustainable power, and address 
poverty and inequality?

The 2019 elections will be a chance for people across Canada to influence climate change 
actions. Here are some possible questions to ask your federal candidates about the GND: 

 For more information on how to engage in the 2019 elections see Citizen’s for Public Justice “Election Bulletin.” https://
cpj.ca/2019-federal-election/ For current party platforms on climate change see Ecojustice at: www.tiny.cc/ecojustice


